September Teaching Theme: The Sermon on the Mount
W 5 Speaker: Dr. Victor Hamilton

B B Topic: False Prophets & True Disciples

£ 3 Scripture: Matthew 7:13-23

Monthly Theme: We are on week 14 of 15 in our series walking through Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount found in Matthew 5-7. The “Sermon on the Mount” is a comprehensive sketch of Jesus’
moral and ethical vision, forming a manifesto by which the Jesus community should live.
Matthew open’s up this section with Jesus “going up on a mountainside,” presenting Jesus
as a New Moses figure, bringing the Torah to its fulfillment. Throughout this series, Jesus’ words
will often challenge the very way we think about God, ourselves, and others. Let’s accept that
challenge over the next four months. This week, we are examining Matthew 7:13-23, where
Jesus begins wrapping up his sermon with a series of twos. Two gates, two trees, two claims.

LB September - E1LEZ IR 5] The Sermon on the Mount Series

September 5th — R £ N ELE F94E False Prophets & True Disciples (Matthew 7:13-23)
September 12th — BREA#[E A E2 B S B[E A The Wise & Foolish Builder (Matthew 7:24-29)
September 19th — f#F94E#I4X & The Cost of Discipleship (Luke 9:21-27; Mark 8:34-9:1)
September 26th — RIFXF & k@ REREX Jesus Revealed in Hospitality to a Stranger (Luke
24:13- 35)

Resources:
Sermon Video
Sermon Slides
Sermon Manuscript

Discussion Questions (Pastor William R. Horne):

(1) Read Matthew 7:13-23 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out
to you? How would you summarize Jesus teaching here?

(2) Reflecting on the whole Sermon the Mount, what are the differences between the narrow
and broad path? Why is one narrow and the other broad?

(3) How do you tell the difference between false prophets and true prophets?

(4) Reflecting on the Sermon on the Mount, how would you describe what “bad fruit” looks
like? What about “good fruit”? Read Galatians 5:13-26. What does this add to the
conversation?

(5) Re-read Matthew 7:21-23. What distinguishes those who enter the Kingdom and those
who do not?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

Notes on Q1: Our passage focuses on “entering the Kingdom of God.” “Jesus gives a
comprehensive summons in imagery: paths and gates (7:13—14). This is followed, second, by a
warning about those who claim their gifts but fail in deeds (7:15-23). Third, Jesus concludes
with a two-way warning in a parable (7:24-27)" (McKnight, S.). (Which we will examine next
week). Throughout the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is calling us to enter into the life


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqoqbpdChnU
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ATFLvYQY4agpvpL9cv_nWgACklmQbLmD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111022305003760555164&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O-Exn6BN2G4-e2iwplQ3dG3r7_0Ib_5E/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111022305003760555164&rtpof=true&sd=true

of the Kingdom now. We have to make a decision about how to respond to Jesus and his
teachings.

Notes on Q2: In the most basic sense, the narrow gate/path is narrow because few will enter it,
while the broad path is wide because many will take it. The narrow gate is the gate to the
Kingdom of God, where true life is found, while the wide gate does not enter the Kingdom of
God, thus results in destruction (in the sense that true life is never found). The narrow path is
found in following Jesus which entails both relationships with Jesus and the continued effort to
live out his ethical vision found in Matthew 5-7. The relationship and the walking a transformed
life cannot be separated. John 10:9 describes Jesus himself as “the gate” and whoever “enters
through me will be saved.”

This gate however is “narrow” because of the demand of discipleship and Jesus’ ethical
vision. “The gate is narrow because it requires a person to turn from sin to follow Jesus, to do
the will of God as taught by Jesus. It is narrow because it is the surpassing righteousness of
5:17-48, the deeper righteousness of 6:1-18, the single-minded righteousness of 6:19-34, and
the wise way of life as seen in 7:1-11. In essence, the narrow gate is to follow Jesus by learning
to live by the Jesus Creed and the Golden Rule (7:12).” (McKnight, S.) Throw on top of this the
persecution of the time and you can understand why so many choose not to walk it, despite it
leading to true life. The wide path is filled with everyone else, doing what everyone else is doing.
It is easy to walk, which is why many of us want to simply do “what everyone else is doing.”

Jesus uses such strong rhetoric of “only two options” to help us feel the gravity and
weight of the decision before us. Will we follow Jesus and his teachings or will we walk the wide
path with everyone else? Yes, one path is much harder - but it leads to true life. Our choices
matter because it determines who enters the Kingdom or not. However, Jesus isn’t simply
calling us to live a “better moral life,” but he is inviting us into a transforming
relationship with him, where the grace to walk the narrow path is unleashed. And under
the transforming power of Jesus, we can live the Kingdom life now, giving people a taste
of how the world will be when King Jesus returns.

Notes on Q3: Jesus warns us to “watch out for false prophets,” thus we must be able to practice
discernment to distinguish between the false and the true. Prophets are absolutely needed as
they “speak on behalf of God” and proclaim hard truths that the community needs to hear. This
need is also what makes false prophets so dangerous, as they proclaim to speak on behalf of
God, but really seek destruction. Jesus makes clear that discernment between the two is not an
easy process as the false prophets look like “sheep,” but are really “wolves” who want to destroy
you. 1 John 4:1 tells us, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” Jesus
tells us the test is found in examining their “fruit.” The type of “fruit” they bear will show you what
type of “tree” they are. “In other words, the false prophet is the gifted leader who does not do the
will of God in the ordinary elements of life.” (McKnight, S.)

Notes on Q4: If we are going to practice discernment between true and false prophets (or truth
and lies, in general), we need to know how to distinguish “fruit.” This is key because many
people define “good fruit” by the world’s standards of success. So this line of logic looks at



things like “attendance numbers,” “material wealth,” “power and influence,” as good fruit, when it
might not be. This has become abundantly clear in the area of megachurches growing under
charismatic leaders who ended up, in the long run, hurting more people, as their character didn’t
match their influence. We looked at the wrong fruit and people were destroyed in their path.
Good fruit must be defined by Jesus’ Kingdom vision found in Matthew 5-7. Are they living out
the vision painted by Jesus? More succinctly we can look at Paul’'s summary of “good fruit” and
“bad fruit’ found in Galatians 5.

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom

to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is

fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite

and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. So | say,

walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh

desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.

They are in conflict with each other so that you are not to do whatever you want.

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. [The acts of the flesh are

obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft;

hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and

envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who

live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things, there is no law.

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and

desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not

become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

Notes on Q5: Those who enter the Kingdom of God do “the will of my Father who is in heaven,”
while those who do not deceive themselves into thinking they were/are kingdom people
because of the good work and gifts they have performed. Great works are not required for
entering the Kingdom (even great good works), but doing God’s will. Here, Jesus describes the
deceived people as even being affiliated with Jesus as they did all these good works “in his
name.” Yet, he did not know them. This should drive us as Christians to serious self-reflection.

The key to this passage is “knowing Jesus,” and through being in a relationship with
Jesus, “doing the will of the Father.” Jesus simplifies the “Father’s will” multiple times to “loving
God and loving others,” which helps clue us in that the deceived and false prophets likely fail at
this basic, yet profound call found in the Jesus Creed/Greatest Commandment (Matthew
22:36-40), and the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12).

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin):

BREFFEIGE

Dr Hamilton 9/5/21

K7:13-23; "R E#E . EABIFRT , BIIREMR , BREAW , HENABLS ; 5I1FXKE , BIIREW
BB/, HEMALD, ) RIERERERA. MERITXEX  AAREFK , EENREENER, &
AW RF , RASUAEAMAIR. #IRLSEHBER ? XEESERTHRE ? X8, AFNBLEERF



MR IR R 7, HFRTRELEHTRRT  SHTEEFRF. P, EEMINRFRALUAEMAIIK. o TR
FRIEETEW, EWIMATEERHRE ; HIHBTRRARXEENATEHR L, HMALEFZANKRE : TEW,
W, HNTFRBMRNBRE , ERNBHRRE , FRNBTTFSHEL 20 RRMBAAMEFMIE . "RMRT
NRRAT , RITXEEBPIA , BAFREB 5 4"

5 KfEE 7:13-18, 20-23 CUNPSS-14

https://bible.com/bible/48/mat.7.13-23.CUNPSS-f#

13-14: "TIRMNE#RE ), BNBIZRT , MITRIH , BEKRH , HENAES ; 5IFKE , BIIREN , BE
ING, BIERIANL D, "X TTARNXLE  BOMEN] , BERNTEZH , REARNBRDAR , BIIHAKX
THEIEKE,

1520 "TIRMEBFREA. MNBEMNXER  SEREFR , EENRAKNE, TEHNNVRT , BTN
INHAEIR, FMESEFBEER ? ZRESRBELRE ? XH , LFRBEFRT , AR ERR T,
IRTRESEIRRT  SHAREFRF. A, KEMINNRFRITSUAHABIIR, L

FRBREH. SEFEFK , EENRERNE,

21-23:"TRLFFFERIEW, TWIHATERERE ; EHETRRAREBENATREE LR, AMALETFSZAN
B TEW, EW, RINFRERNBEE , FRNEHER , SRNBTHSREL 2.0 RERARBEIFMEA]
oo TRMERFINRRD , RIIXEEBHA  BFREE !, 4"

TREAKXT, £AH, BEUEMHER. XRE-AEAEN®S. RENEERNEARSI N, RENEHE
=]

ERER AR EARLEMY T REFBENABITEC . REMNA —EARFHIATKERA

Phg B, BEMNOEE,

R20:23-24, "TIRATXBE N EN X T MENTFABRT | BRARINFER, BF. FXBLEt+o2— , BEE
LEEHE BEAN. R, B, REFTT. XEENERNIATH ; BERFTITRTH. RINXERA
BRE, RRARMIBELE R , BRERENBET X,

RHFERIMNNBRENZEE K B8,

"EEWNBERE | —YINR | RIIFAERE  EERRREREHET #HTR , ANt EEFZBAEMNEEH
kT,

“E—P 41

Luke12:5%03E3: 2th i E#¥,

RHEAERE ? K24 : 24 , R & HHE X &E,

H—4:1, —YNBTAEE , AIBERRIXR, FZREA,
PEEI5:20, FLEBERLR,

BRF K15 iR E AR SE HEY 2R,

BAREFA , BE, £&IF, I, K&, ASHi, BHRE-RHEHZLA , EATAREHREA. BEXK
WAL FEER, CRONRBRLAUNEEZLNIREREN  EENRSEAREREBRN. MEMA
UNRERA , tfAg#5).

HRl A !

FEMNORT , BATLLAH AR



], #F, &, i &
NERUT 2R

m5:22-23, "ERFFENRT , LR, BEXR. MNF, B, BE, RE, F%X. BR. THl. IENZREE

AL
ETUMEREEEL. BEMIELZERHRT,

BREIFTANNEIRBEA

WK AERRIH

RHETFUH+FR

AHBRIHEE LY

FR —RAMLEW BT REEEHOA
FTERZMEE A2 , TRE 2 RIRE.

A7:1, "RMNAEREA |, RERINBICHT. "MA7 15, " RIIERBEREA. BIOIRRMNXEX  SAEHRE
¥R, EEANRERNR " GEERDN. BREES , AEHAEN , BT RMHNEHME , hHICHIEHR , &
G EATRE D R D PEHIBED

False Prophets and True Disciples Matthew B A$E&7:13-23
Dr Hamilton

Pray for the new season, the extension to the English worship, to follow Your lead in this ministry.
Lament for Dr Leung's family. Season of grieve and harvest of life well spent.
No more death and tears in your kingdom.

Thanks for Praying for Scott, dr Hamilton's son in law, from recovery of COVID-19

Continue sermons on the mt. Matthew 5-7. More than other 3 gospels, Matthew presented Jesus as
teacher. Five teaching units. Mathew 5-7 is first one. Each section ended with Jesus finished saying
3 subsections

How 3 subsections fix together

Strong contrasts in verses 13-14

-Narrow gate and wide open door

-Wide easy gate, narrow hard gate

-Many walked through the wide, few the narrow

Finally wide gate lead to destruction

Narrow to life

V.15-20 Jesus instructed you and | to guide false prophets—wolf dress up like sheep whose intention is to
destroy you, like wolf consumes sheep

V. 21-23 Jesus claimed those who did all marvelous things, (startling) he said away from me, you evil
doers!

In John, for seven times Jesus said "never'— always good and encouraging

John 4 drink my water, never thirst

John 11 to Mary & Martha, sisters of Lazarus, to believe in Him, never die

Here however "never knew you!!"

Suggestion:



The false prophets who made the wide destructive gate more appealing. They gave false prophecy, hoped
to be accepted, yet Jesus rejected them

V. 15 first mentioned the warning: watch out. Waving a red flag, be alert, on your guard

Matthew 24, watch out that no one deceive you

12:38 watch out

Luke 12:15 watch out against all kinds of greed

Philippians 3:2 watch out for those dogs, doing evil

23:24 false Christ false prophets Will apear, to deceive the very elected by god

Two other verses similar to 7:15

T1John 4:1 test the spirit to say whether from God. Since there are many false prophets
1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 don't treat prophecy w contempt but test them all

Why pick out false prophets to watch out?

In old OT, the tension b/w true and false prophets was very true, such as in chapters of Jeremiah
True and false

Clash

Confrontation

In OT, 4 groups of people made up the position of leadership

Kings

Judges

Priests

Prophets

Only said to watch out for false prophets

How prophets separate from other 3 leaders?

Prophet is someone who speak for God

"The word of God came to me, saying...

The closest you could get to God says

To speak for God

God's spokesman

God's mouthpiece

One thing to make them so dangerous and lethal: some of what they say is true, with words of god, we
say Amen to those words!

Mix in with whole bunch of truth

In OT, they considered themselves true prophets, and Jeremiah false one!

Discernment. How to?

By their fruit, we will recognize them

All tree have five things in common

Root

Trunk

Balks

Branches

Leaves and needles

To distinguish one tree from other is what kind of fruit the tree bears
A tree bears apple is not cherry tree!



Galatians 5:23 the fruits of the spirit is love joy peace patience goodness kindness forgiveness
gentleness self-control

False prophets:

Lives own life not Christ like

Way to eternal , wide, easy

Speak only how much Jesus loves us, never mention pick up your own cross to follow him
Speak only mercy and kindness, never His holiness and judgment

Give 500 to my ministry, god will give you 1000

Use the brain god gives you! Don't just say | saw it on the website

Doesn't mean to be suspicious to ALL, not be higher critical

True test for every Christian is how we hold it together: don't judge or you will be judged (Matthew 7:1)
Combine with watch out false prophets

Ecclesiastics 3:1 Time for everything

Time for not judge

May God give us the wisdom to tell the difference



